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Department Website: http://ccct.uchicago.edu
The Chicago Center for Contemporary Theory—known as 3CT—is a space for the critical discussion and

reimagination of social, political, and cultural processes in the world today.

The shared question that drives the center is, How do we theorize the present? 3CT supports work that
interrogates systems of power and value, that proposes methods and frameworks for making sense of recent
events and ongoing transformations, and that demands that theory be relevant to the world we live in. In doing
so, we foster an interdisciplinary community of scholars, students, and practitioners who produce new forms of
theory that help to illuminate both what is and what could be.

Founded in 2004 by seven faculty members from the Divisions of the Social Sciences and the Humanities,
our collective has grown to include more than twenty fellows, enabling imaginative collaborations across the
disciplines. Our intellectual activities include ongoing projects, lectures, teach-ins, book salons, conferences,
publications, and teaching. 3CT’s general programming is open to all students, and fellows regularly engage with
graduate students through collaboration and pedagogy.

People
View the list of current faculty fellows (https://ccct.uchicago.edu/
people/)

3CT Courses
Courses taught by 3CT fellows and related to the concerns of the center are signified by our subject code,

CCCT. These include undergraduate- and graduate-level courses cross listed with various departments in the
Social Sciences and Humanities.

View the full list of 3CT courses (https://ccct.uchicago.edu/teaching-and-student-engagement/#courses)

Opportunities for Graduate Students
3CT offers opportunities for students to take the lead in initiating and planning programming for the center,

from conferences and teach-ins to small group discussions. In Winter 2021, we hosted our first graduate student-
organized conference, which is now an annual event named in honor of longtime 3CT fellow Lauren Berlant
(1957–2021). This opportunity provides a regular forum for students to engage in interdisciplinary dialogue with
their peers on campus and across the country.

3CT also hosts a weekly dissertation writing group, aiming to build intellectual community and to foster
interdisciplinary collaboration. Space, supplies, and breakfast are provided.

Please join our mailing list (http://eepurl.com/hcszpH/) to receive updates about 3CT’s program and
announcements about opportunities. Students are encouraged to contact Anna Searle Jones, Associate Director,
to discuss other ways in which 3CT can support your work.

Contact
Anna Searle Jones

Associate Director
Foster 105
annasj@uchicago.edu
773 702 0230
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